
IllInoIS - CanaDa Business Strength in Numbers
Exporting is a Significant Portion 
of Illinois’ Economy
• Since 2002, Illinois exports have grown over $38 billion
• Illinois exports totaled over $64.56 billion in 2011, a 29% increase

over 2010 
• Illinois ranks #1 between the coasts for exports and #1 in the

Midwest, and is the 6th largest exporting state in the United States
• Direct exports accounted for 7.7% of the Gross State Product(GSP) in

2010

Top 5 Countries for Illinois Exports in 2011
(in billions)
• Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.17 (28% growth)
• Mexico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  5.72 (34% growth)
• China (mainland) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  3.89 (22% growth)
• Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  3.69 (55% growth)
• Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2.55 (24% growth)
• All Countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64.56 (29% growth)

Top 5 Industries for Illinois Exports in 2011
(in billions)
• Machinery (Except Electrical). . . . . . . . . $17.78 (42% growth)
• Chemicals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  8.49 (31% growth)
• Transportation Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . $  6.66 (25% growth)
• Agriculture and Related Industries . . . . $  6.07 (29% growth)
• Computers and Electronic Products . . . $  6.06 (11% growth)
• All Industries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64.56 (29% growth)

Economic Impact of International
Tourism in Illinois in 2010
• Canada was Illinois’ top market for international visitors followed by

the United Kingdom, Mexico, Germany and Japan
• In 2010, Illinois welcomed 452,000 Canadians (274,000 from Ontario),

a 14% increase over 2009.  These visits contributed $227 million to
the state's economy

• Illinois welcomed 1,186,000 overseas visitors, maintaining Illinois'
rank as the 7th most popular US state for overseas visitors

• Chicago welcomed 1,134,000 overseas visitors, and is the 10th most
popular city for overseas visitors

• Travel expenditures of international visitors reached over $2 billion
in 2010

• International travel expenditures in Illinois directly generated
21,290 jobs in 2010

• Direct payroll for international travel generated jobs reached over
$537 million

• Tax revenue generated from international travelers (federal, state
and local) reached $366.2 million

Foreign Direct Investment
• Illinois ranks #1 in the Midwest as a destination for foreign investment
• Illinois has attracted 1,596 foreign firms with 6,416 locations
• These firms employ over 323,362 Illinois residents
• 155 Canadian firms are located in Illinois with 847 locations that

employee 36,837 Illinois residents

Total Trade between Illinois and Canada
in 2011 (in billions)
• Canada is Illinois' largest export market
• Total Illinois exports to Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.17  
• Total Illinois imports from Canada 

(includes $26.8 of Oil & Gas imports) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36.07 
• Total Illinois / Canada trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55.24 

Top 10 Industries for Illinois Exports to
Canada in 2011 
• Machinery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.31 (41% growth)
• Petroleum & Coal Products . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.94 (212% growth)
• Transportation Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00 (14% growth)
• Chemicals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.95 (23% growth)
• Computer & Electronic Products . . . . . . . $1.46 (11% growth)
• Agriculture & Related Industries . . . . . . . $1.18 (7% growth)
• Primary Metal Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . $0.87 (16% growth)
• Fabricated Metal Products . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.84 (7% growth)
• Electrical Equipment, Appliances

& Components. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.78 (16% growth)
• Plastics & Rubber Products . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.67 (24% growth)

Top 5 Canada Firms with Employment in
Illinois
• BMO Financial Group                         
• Magna International Inc                                  
• Canadian National Railroad Company
• Onex Corporation
• The Thomson Company Inc

Top 5 Illinois Firms with Employment in
Canada
• Kraft Foods                                                    
• Flex-N-Gate Corporation                                
• Smurfit-Stone Container Corporation                      
• Motor Coach Industries Limited       
• AON 

Sources:
Export Data Source: WISER Origin of Movement Series
Foreign Direct Investment Data Source: Dunn & Bradstreet
Tourism Data Source - The Economic Impact of Travel on Illinois Counties, 2010, U. S. Travel Association;
Overseas Travelers to Illinois – 2010; CIC Research and U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade
Administration, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries


